Connolly Says Texas Trip 
ldea 

Austin, Tex., Jan. 11 — Gov. I lication of his own to counte: 


John Connally claimed yester- 
day that President Kennedy’s 
popularity was declining and 
(his prompted him to come to 
Dallas, where he was assassin-' 
!pted in 1963. 

Connally said he no longer' 
had a choice to remain silent on i 
the controversial trip because of 
the publication of William Man- 
chester’s book, “Death of a Pres- 
ident,” the first serialized instal- 
ment of which appeared yester- 
day on the newsstands in Look 
| magazine. 

Plans Own Publication 

This account of the trip, Con- 
pally said, “is a recitation of re- 
j collections and observations col- 
Jlected and reflected through the 
1 prisms of prejudice.” 

Connally said he plans a pub- 


i „ ..... ^ counteract 

the Manchester book’s state- 
ments about him. 

. He charged the Manchester 
book “cannot . . . qualify as fac- 
tual history.” 

Connally read a statement to 
newsmen but would not answer 
any questions on the subject. . 

The governor was in the car 
when Mr. Kennedy was as- 
sassinated by Lee Harvey Os- 
wald on Nov. 22, 1963, in Dallas, 
and himself was gravely 
wounded by the sniper. 
‘Astonishing Propaganda’ 

I “The first published install 
| ment from the book, ‘The Death 
President,’ represented as 
‘a uthorize d and authentic 
history^ turns out to be an a s- 
to nishing propaganda instr u- 
ment cleverly woven to refle ct 
javorahiy m tt |p se who gave it 
birth, while rudely discrediting 
others involved. It is filled with 
editorial comment based on un- 
founded rumor, distortion and’ 

■ inconsistency,” Connally said. - 
, » “This transparent attempt td 
Eictate history through a cap- 
(ive voice is shocking.” 

As an example, Connally 
noted Manchester’s report that 
Kennedy cam e to Texas to set- 
tle a “local political argu- 
ment.” 

fe “To the extent that there was 
-J significant argument prior 
the trip, it was between then 
Vice President Johnson and 
Senator (Ralph) Yarborough; 
both of whom were readily 
available in Washington. 

“The fact is it is common 
knowledge that this was part of 
a series of political trips of 
President Kennedy’s own mak- 
ing, planned in the wake of polls 
reflecting declining popular 

fty.” ; 



